
 

 
 

The  
N ew  Z ea l a n d   
S t a t i s t i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting   
2 0  Ap ril 2 0 0 1  V ic toria U niv ersity  of W ellington 
 
The meeting opened at 5pm, chaired by David Scott. 
 
P resent 
G reg A rnol d, J u ne A tk ins on, M ark  B ebbington, J ohn C ornis h, R obert Davies , Sharl een 
F orbes , A l is tair G ray, P atricia H amps on, David H arte, Y u  H ayak aw a, H arol d H enders on, 
W endy H u mphries , F ras er J ack s on, M u rray J orgens en, R oger L ittl ej ohn, J ohn 
M aindonal d, G ordon P u rdie, David R hodes , K en R u s s el l , David Scott, P eter Thoms on, 
David V ere-J ones , I an W es tbrook e, G raham W ood, I l z e Z iedins  
 
Ap ologies 
R od B al l , J enny B row n, M ik e Doherty, R oger K is s l ing, A rden M il l er, Shirl ey P l edger, 
M arco R eal e, J ames  R eil l y, J ean Thomps on 
 
Minutes of the 2 0 0 0  AGM 
C opies  of  the minu tes  of  the 2 0 0 0  A G M  w ere circu l ated. 
M otion:  The minu tes  be accepted ( G ray/ W ood/ C arried)  
 
P resid ent’ s rep ort 
C ircu l ated and s u bmitted by David Scott. 
H ighl ighted the N Z SA  s u pport of  conf erences ;  the 51 st conf erence in C hris tchu rch and 
the V ere-J ones  Sympos iu m;  the I nau gu ral  N Z SA  l ectu rer and thank ed convenors  and 
editors  f or their ef f orts . 
 
S ub c om m ittee rep orts 
S AP Q C  
R eport of  convenor G arry Dick ins on w as  circu l ated and w as  pres ented by A l as tair G ray. 
O nl y one apprais al  w as  u ndertak en du ring the reporting period:  an apprais al  of  a s u rvey 
on F l u oridation carried ou t on behal f  of  a L ow er H u tt C ity C ou ncil l or. 
 
R emind members  of  SA P Q C  that to avoid pers onal  l iabil ity w ritten material  s hou l d note 
that the s tanding committee s peak s  on behal f  of  the N Z SA  as  an incorporated s ociety. 
 
E d uc ation 
R eport of  convenor A l ex  N eil l  w as  given by Sharl een F orbes . 
N Z A M T meeting 2 -6  J u l y 2 0 0 1  in W el l ington:  arranging f or s everal  s peak ers  and N Z SA  
has  s pons ored invited s peak er G ail  B u rril l . 
 
I an W es tbrook e reported that a recent C anterbu ry s tatis tics  meeting attracted abou t 1 0  
teachers . David V ere-J ones  commented that w e s hou l d be al ert to pos s ibil ities  to attract 
and invol ve teachers  in ou r conf erences . 
 
J ournal 
M u rray J orgens en pres ented report. ( R u s s el l / H u mphries / carried)  
 
H ighl ights :  W e can now  l ook  back  on three compl ete years  of  j oint s pons ors hip of  a 
combined j ou rnal  by the N ew  Z eal and Statis tical  A s s ociation and the Statis tical  Society of  
A u s tral ia. I n 1 9 9 8  there w ere 5 appl ications  articl es  pu bl is hed, 6  in 1 9 9 9  and 8  in 2 0 0 0 . 
W ith the l ik el ihood of  more acceptances  to come w e are al ready committed to pu bl is hing 



6 applications articles and 2 historical articles in 2001, so the positive trend seems likely 
to continu e.  E ncou rag e more applied articles.   
L ook and f eel of  the j ou rnal is important as w e move more and more to electronic.  
R eg rettab ly, it has b een necessary to increase the j ou rnal costs to A $ 24  per memb er.   
S earch f or new  applications editor and neg otiate this w ith S S A .   
D iscu ssion su g g ested w e take advantag e of  a special meeting  of  memb ers at the 
D ecemb er meeting s.  
 
Treasurer’s report 
T he u nau dited treasu rer’ s report su b mitted f or M ike D oherty b y A lastair G ray w as 
accepted.  ( G ray/ F orb es/ carried)  
 
M otion:  I ncrease su b scription f or ordinary memb ers b y $ 5  f or 2002/ 3  year 
( G ray/ J org ensen/ carried)  
 
O f f i c e B earers 
P resident:  D avid S cott 
S ecretary:   A rden M iller 
T reasu rer:  M ike D oherty 
C ommittee:  J ef f  H u nter, J ennif er B row n, R od B all, J u di M cW hirter, M ike D oherty, 
G raham W ood.  
C orporate R epresentative:  J ames R eilly 
A N Z J S :  M u rray J org ensen 
N Z S A  N ew sletter E ditor:  R u ssell M illar 
 
S ub c om m i ttee C on v en ers 
E du cation:  A lex  N eill 
M emb ership:  H arold H enderson 
P u b lications:  D enny M eyer 
S tandards:  J ef f  H u nter 
Y ou ng  S tatisticians:  G areth M inshall 
S A P Q C :  G arry D ickinson.   
M emb ers are J enny B row n, P eter D anaher, A listair G ray, J ames R eilly, and K atrina 
S harples.  
S cience F airs:  J enny M ason 
 
A ll w ere elected u nopposed.   ( A rnold/ H u mphries/ carried)  
 
E l ec ti on  of  A ud i tor 
M otion:  T he cu rrent au ditor ( M ike M arcij acz )  continu e.  ( G ray/ H u mphries/ carried)  
 
M eeting  closed 6. 15 pm 



Report from the Editor, Applications Section, Australian and New Zealand Journal 
of Statistics 
 
W e  c a n  n o w  l o o k  b a c k  o n  t h r e e  c o m p l e t e  y e a r s  o f  j o i n t  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  a  c o m b i n e d  
j o u r n a l  b y  t h e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  S t a t i s t i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  A u s t r a l i a .  
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  a u t h o r s ,  a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r s  a n d  r e f e r e e s  t h a t  h a v e  m a d e  t h i s  
p o s s i b l e .  A  l o t  o f  w o r k  g o e s  o n  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  b e f o r e  a n y  a r t i c l e  i s  p u b l i s h e d .  O n e  
r e a s o n  t h a t  I  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  j o u r n a l  m e r g e r  w a s  t h a t  j u s t  a s  m u c h  w o r k  w e n t  i n t o  
r e f e r e e i n g ,  r e v i s i n g  a n d  e d i t i n g  o f  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  S t a t i s t i c i a n ,  b u t  t h e  
c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  a r t i c l e s  w a s  s o  m u c h  m o r e  l i m i t e d .   
W h e n  I  b e g a n  e d i t i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m b i n e d  j o u r n a l  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  
d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  w e  s h o u l d  h o l d  b a c k  a  s e c o n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r t i c l e  f r o m  a n  i s s u e  
s o  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  i s s u e  c o m i n g  o u t  w i t h o u t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r t i c l e .  ( T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
e x p e r i e n c e  s e e m i n g  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  e x p e c t  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r t i c l e  
p e r  i s s u e . )  I  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  t o  t h i s ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  w e  h a v e  n e v e r  m i s s e d  a n  i s s u e .  I n  1 9 9 8  
t h e r e  w e r e  5  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d ,  6  i n  1 9 9 9  a n d  8  i n  2 0 0 0 .  W i t h  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  
o f  m o r e  a c c e p t a n c e s  t o  c o m e  w e  a r e  a l r e a d y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p u b l i s h i n g  6  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
a r t i c l e s  a n d  2  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t i c l e s  i n  2 0 0 1 ,  s o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  s e e m s  l i k e l y  t o  c o n t i n u e .  
 
I t  r e m a i n s  t r u e  t h a t  m a n y  m o r e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p a p e r s  a r e  a c c e p t e d  t h a n  a p p l i e d .  T h i s  r e f l e c t s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t o  p u b l i s h  i s  s t r o n g e r  f r o m  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h a n  f r o m  o t h e r  
e m p l o y e r s  o f  s t a t i s t i c i a n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  p a p e r s  h a v e  o t h e r  a v e n u e s  
o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  s u b j e c t -a r e a  j o u r n a l s .   I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h o s e  w h o  e m p l o y  s t a t i s t i c i a n s  
t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  w r i t e  u p  t h e i r  w o r k  f o r  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  &  N e w  Z e a l a n d  J o u r n a l  o f  
S t a t i s t i c s  o r  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  j o u r n a l s .  A n o t h e r  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c  
s t a t i s t i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  b e  s h i f t e d  i n  a n  a p p l i e d  d i r e c t i o n  i s  f o r  m o r e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  
C R I s  t o  s u p p o r t  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  M S c  a n d  P h D  d e g r e e s  w i t h  a w a r d s  
a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p s .  T h i s  e f f e c t s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  d i r e c t i o n  o f  b o t h  s t u d e n t  a n d  s u p e r v i s o r .  
 
R e g r e t t a b l y ,  a s  I  m e n t i o n e d  i n  m y  l a s t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  j o u r n a l  c o s t s  t o  A $ 2 4  p e r  m e m b e r .  O n e  o f  m y  o t h e r  h a t s  i s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
S t a t i s t i c s  L i b r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  W a i k a t o .  I  c a n  t e l l  y o u  w i t h  s o m e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h i s  
s t i l l  r e p r e s e n t s  i n c r e d i b l y  g o o d  v a l u e  f o r  m o n e y .   
 
W i t h  S i m o n  S h e a t h e r  s t a n d i n g  d o w n  a s  M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r  a n d  T h e o r y  a n d  M e t h o d s  E d i t o r  
i n  f a v o u r  o f  C h r i s  L l o y d  a n d  R o b  H y n d m a n ,  I  a m  n o w  b y  f a r  t h e  o l d e s t  e d i t o r .  ( I  w a s  
o l d e s t  b e f o r e ,  b u t  n o t  b y  a s  m u c h ! )  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p h a s e  m y s e l f  o u t  o f  t h i s  j o b  o v e r  t h e  
n e x t  y e a r .  



NZSA Treasurers report Financial year ending 31  M arch  2 0 0 1  
 
I s e n d  m y  a p o l o g i e s  t h a t  I a m  o v e r s e a s  f o r  t h e  A G M .  I a m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  G a r e t h  
M i n s h a l l  f o r  a g r e e i n g  t o  d o  t h e  b a n k i n g  w h i l e  I a m  a w a y  ( d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a b o u t  h a l f  
t h e  s u b s  f o r  2 0 0 1 / 0 2  a r e  s t i l l  t o  c o m e  i n ) ,  t o  P h i l i p p a  G r a h a m  f o r  a g r e e i n g  t o  l i a s e  w i t h  
t h e  a u d i t o r ,  a n d  t o  A l i s t a i r  G r a y  f o r  a g r e e i n g  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  a c c o u n t s  t o  t h e  A G M .  
 
I h a v e  d o n e  t h e  a c c o u n t s  i n  d r a f t ,  a n d  I d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  a u d i t e d  o r  a m e n d e d  
b e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  a b o u t  t h e  a c c o u n t s  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d :  
 
T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  C o n f e r e n c e  r e c e i p t s  a n d  p a y m e n t s  b e t w e e n  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  l a s t  y e a r  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  2 0 0 0 / 0 1  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  d a y .  
 
A l s o  n o t e  9 9 / 0 0  h a d  t h e  g r a n t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .  
 
N o t e  a l s o  t h e  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  N Z S A  l e c t u r e r ,  a n d  t h e  a d v a n c e  t o  D V J  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  
$ 2 0 0 0 .  I h a v e  t r e a t e d  t h i s  l a s t  a d v a n c e  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y ,  a n d  n o t  p u t  i t  d o w n  a s  a n  a s s e t ,  
a l t h o u g h  I e x p e c t  w e  w i l l  g e t  i t  b a c k .  ( T h e  $ 2 0 0 0  s h o w n  a s  a n  a s s e t  o w i n g  b y  t h e  D V J  
c o n f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  a s s e t s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  a m o u n t ,  a n  a d v a n c e  f o r  t h e  N Z S A  
l e c t u r e r  t r a v e l ;  t h i s  a m o u n t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  a n d  b a n k e d  o n  2  A p r i l  2 0 0 1 . )  
 
R e p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  D V J  c o n f e r e n c e  a d v a n c e  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  e x c e s s  e x p e n d i t u r e  o v e r  
i n c o m e  l o o k  h e a l t h i e r .  
 
T h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  2  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  3  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  w h i c h  I 
t h i n k  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  n e t  e x p e n d i t u r e  o n  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r .   
 
B y  f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  i t e m  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e  i s  t h e  A u s t  a n d  N Z  J o u r n a l  p a y m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  a  
v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  a m o u n t  r e c e i v e d  i n  s u b s .  T h e  f e e  w e  p a y  a n n u a l l y  t o  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n s  w e n t  u p  b y  $ A 5  t o  $ A 2 4  p e r  y e a r  f o r  e a c h  p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  j o u r n a l .  
 
T h i s  i s  a l s o  t h e  a m o u n t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n s  a r e  p a y i n g  a t  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  p u t  
t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  u p  a n o t h e r  $ A 1 0 .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r ,  a n d  o v e r  w h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  
w e  s h o u l d  m a t c h  t h a t  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  b e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  A G M .  
 
In  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  n e e d  t o  b e  m a d e .  
 
O u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  s e t  w i t h  a  l o n g  l e a d  t i m e - t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  p a i d  f o r  
0 1 / 0 2  w e r e  s e t  a t  l a s t  y e a r s  A G M ,  a n d  t h e  s u b s  s e t  t o d a y  w i l l  n o t  k i c k  i n  u n t i l  t h e  0 2 / 0 3  
f i n a n c i a l  y e a r .  T h e  f e e s  f o r  ½  ( i . e  t h o s e  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  y o u  h a v e  j u s t  p a i d )  i n c r e a s e d  b y  $ 5  
o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  
 
It  l o o k s  t o  m e  a s  t h o u g h  w e  w i l l  b e  e x p e n d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  o u r  i n c o m e  n e x t  y e a r ,  e v e n  w i t h  
t h a t  i n c r e a s e .  T h e  s u g g e s t i o n  a t  t h e  l a s t  c o n f e r e n c e  t h a t  w e  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f e e  
r e g u l a r l y  o v e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i s  a  p r u d e n t  o n e .  I r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  w e  p u t  t h e  f e e s  f o r  0 2 / 0 3  
u p  a g a i n  b y  $ 5 .  
 
If  w e  i n c r e a s e  o u r  p a y m e n t  f o r  t h e  A N Z  J o u r n a l ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  p r u d e n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  l a r g e r  
i n c r e a s e .  


